
Ball Joint — Lower 

 

Removal and Installation 

1. With the vehicle in NEUTRAL, position it on a hoist. For additional information, refer to Section 100-02. 

2. Remove the wheel and tire assembly. For additional information, refer to Section 204-04. 

3.  CAUTION: Do not allow the disc brake caliper to hang suspended from the brake hose. Provide a suitable support. 

Remove the caliper support bracket bolts, then position the caliper and support bracket aside. 

 

4. Disconnect the front anti-lock brake sensor (ABS) wire from the vehicle frame. 
1. Disconnect the ABS electrical connector. 
2. Unclip the front ABS wire from the vehicle frame. 

 

5. Using a suitable jack, support the front suspension lower arm. 

 

6. Remove the tie-rod end castellated nut. 

� Remove and discard the cotter pin and the castellated nut. 

SECTION 204-01A: Front Suspension — 4x2 2001 Explorer/Mountaineer Workshop Manual 

REMOVAL AND INSTALLATION Procedure revision date: 08/12/2004

Special Tool(s)

Remover, Tie Rod End 
211-001 (TOOL-3290-D) or equivalent

Installer/Remover, C-Frame and Screw 
211-023 (T74P-3044-A1)
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7.  CAUTION: Do not use a hammer to separate the tie-rod from the wheel knuckle or damage to the wheel knuckle will result. 

 CAUTION: Do not damage the tie-rod boot when installing the special tool. 

Using the special tool, separate the tie-rod end from the front wheel knuckle. 

 

8. Remove the lower ball joint castellated nut. 
1. Remove and discard the cotter pin. 
2. Remove and discard the castellated nut. 

 

9. Using the special tool, separate the front wheel knuckle from the front suspension lower arm. Then, loosely install the lower ball joint castellated nut. 

 

10. Remove the pinch bolt and nut. 

 

11. Remove the hand-tightened lower ball joint castellated nut, then remove the front wheel knuckle. 
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12. Remove the snap ring from the ball joint. Discard the snap ring. 

 

13. Using a suitable ball joint remover tool, remove the ball joint. 

 

14.  CAUTION: Do not damage the ball joint boot when installing the special tool. 

NOTE: Clean and inspect the control arm ball joint bore for damage before installing a new ball joint. 

NOTE: Make sure the new ball joint snap ring is fully seated. 

To install, reverse the removal procedure. 

� Always install new castellated nuts and cotter pins. 
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