
96 to 00 Civic ignition tests 

Main Relay 

TESTING 

If the engine starts and continues to run, the PGM-FI Main Relay is working and does not need 
to be replaced. 

1. Locate and remove the relay. 

On some models of the Civic and Civic del Sol it is located to the left of the steering column 
under the dash. Many later models position it either near the passenger right side kick panel 
under the dash or by the driver left side kick panel up under the dash. 

2. Attach the battery positive terminal to the No. 2 terminal. 
3. And the battery negative terminal to the No. 1 terminal. 
4. Check for continuity between terminal No. 5 and 4. 
5. If there is no continuity, replace the relay and retest. 

PGM-FI relay 
 

Ignition Coil 
TESTING 



The primary winding resistance for the TEC distributor 
should be 0.63-0.77 ohms 

Hitachi ignition coil specifications 

TEC ignition coil specifications 



1. Disconnect the negative battery cable. 
2. Remove the distributor cap. 
3. Remove the black/yellow and white/black wires from the terminals marked A (+) and B 

(-). 

Resistance will vary with coil temperature; therefore all specification were taken at an ambient 
temperature of 68°F (20°C) 

4. Measure the resistance between both terminals using an ohmmeter and compare with the 
following specifications: 

5. The primary winding resistance for the Hitachi distributor should be 0.45-0.55 ohms. The 
secondary winding resistance should be 22.4-33.6 ohms. 

6. The primary winding resistance for the TEC distributor should be 0.63-0.77 ohms. The 
secondary winding resistance should be 12.8-19.2 ohms. 

The Powertrain Control Module (PCM) idle memory must be reset after reconnecting the 
battery. Start the engine and hold it at 3000 rpm until the cooling fan comes on. Then allow the 
engine to idle for about five minutes with all accessories OFF and with the transmission in Park 
or Neutral. 

7. Reconnect the negative battery cable. 

REMOVAL & INSTALLATION 

A Phillips screwdriver is needed to remove the ignition 
coil attaching bolts 

Note the length and location of each screw 



Detach the primary wires 

Location of the ignition coil mounting screws 

View of a typical ignition coil mounting screw. Always 
note the location of each one, as their length may vary 

Remove the ignition coil 



Typical TEC style ignition coil 

1. Disconnect the negative battery cable. 
2. Remove the distributor cap. 
3. Mark the position of the rotor to the housing. 
4. Remove the ignition rotor. 
5. Remove the cap seal. 
6. Remove the leak cover. 
7. Remove the screws that hold the black/yellow and white/blue wires to the ignition coil. 
8. Unfasten the screws that secure the coil, then pull the ignition coil from the housing. 
9. Installation is the reverse of the removal procedure. 

The Powertrain Control Module (PCM) idle memory must be reset after reconnecting the 
battery. Start the engine and hold it at 3000 rpm until the cooling fan comes on. Then allow the 
engine to idle for about five minutes with all accessories OFF and with the transmission in Park 
or Neutral. 

Distributor 
REMOVAL & INSTALLATION 

Exploded view of a Hitachi style distributor 



Exploded view of a TEC style distributor 

Distributor mounting bolt torque 



Position of the ignition wires on the distributor cap 

Matchmark the position of the distributor before removal 



Using a closed end wrench, remove the distributor 
mounting bolts 

Remove the distributor 

Location of the distributor mounting bolts holes 

Use a small pick to remove the O-ring from the distributor 



Always replace the O-ring before re-installing the 
distributor 

Distributor adjusting bolt location 

The radio may contain a coded theft protection circuit. Always make note of the code before 
disconnecting the battery. 

1. Disconnect the negative battery cable. 
2. Access the crankshaft pulley bolt through the left side inner fender liner. Use a socket, 

long extension and a suitable ratchet to rotate the engine. Rotate the engine 
counterclockwise until the white Top Dead Center (TDC) mark on the pulley aligns with 
the pointer on the engine cover. 

3. Label and the ignition wires but do not remove them. 
4. Remove the distributor cap and note the location of the ignition rotor. If the ignition rotor 

is not pointing toward the terminal of the distributor cap for cylinder No. 1, rotate the 
crankshaft one complete revolution counterclockwise, and align the white (TDC) mark on 
the pulley with the pointer on the engine cover. 

5. If the distributor is going to be reinstalled, make an alignment mark between the 
distributor housing and the cylinder head using a scribe or a chisel. Then, and using a 
scribe, felt tipped marker or touch up paint, make an alignment mark on the distributor 
housing for the rotor. 

6. Uncouple the electrical connectors on the side of the distributor. 
7. Remove the three distributor mounting bolts. 
8. Remove the distributor from the cylinder head. 

To install: 



If the camshaft or crankshaft has rotated during assembly, rotate the crankshaft 
counterclockwise until the white Top Dead Center (TDC) mark on the pulley aligns with the 
pointer on the engine cover. If the valve cover and upper timing cover have been removed, be 
sure the UP mark on the camshaft is facing up, and that the crankshaft TDC mark aligns with the 
pointer on the lower timing cover. 

9. Coat a new O-ring with clean engine oil and install it onto the distributor shaft. 
10. Install the distributor into the cylinder head. The offset lug on the distributor shaft will fit 

into the groove on the end of the camshaft in only one direction. If the distributor is being 
reinstalled, align the marks made during disassembly. 

11. Install the three mounting bolts, only hand-tighten them at this time. 
12. Couple the electrical connectors on the side of the distributor. 
13. If removed, reconnect the ignition wires in the correct order. 
14. Reconnect the negative battery cable. 

The Powertrain Control Module(PCM) idle memory must be reset after reconnecting the battery. 
Start the engine and hold it at 3000 rpm until the cooling fan comes on. Then allow the engine to 
idle for about five minutes with all accessories OFF and with the transmission in Park or 
neutral. 

15. Check and adjust the ignition timing. 
16. Enter the radio security code 

Ignition Module 
LOCATION 

The Ignition Control Module (ICM) on the Civic and Civic del Sol is located in the distributor 
housing near the ignition coil. To access the module, remove the distributor cap, rotor, and if 
equipped, the dust cover. 

TESTING 



Typical ignition control module wire colors 

Make sure to note the position of the ignition wires on the distributor cap. Use a piece of paper 
and note the wire locations and connections, or carefully mark the wires before removing them. 
Failure to reinstall the wires correctly could cause expensive component failure. 

1. Remove the distributor cap 
2. Remove the black/yellow, blue(1), yellow/green, and the blue(2) wires from the ICM 
3. Remove the wires from the ICM 
4. With the ignition switch on, check for battery voltage between the black/yellow and 

ground. If voltage is present, proceed with testing. If no voltage is present check for an 
open circuit between the wire and the ignition switch. 

5. With the ignition switch on, check for battery voltage between the green (white/black on 
the F22B1 engine) ground. If voltage is present, go to the next step. If no voltage is 
present, check the ignition coil and the green or white/black wire between the ICM and 
the coil. 

6. Disconnect the electrical multi-connector at the Engine Control Module/Powertrain 
Control Module ECM/PCM and check for continuity on the yellow/green wire between 
the multi-connector and the yellow/green wire at the ICM. There should be continuity. If 



there is no continuity, check for an open circuit in the yellow/green wire circuit. Check 
for continuity between the yellow/green wire and ground. There should be no continuity. 
If there is continuity to ground, locate where the yellow/green wire is shorted to ground, 
and repair. Reconnect the ECM/PCM multi-connector. 

7. Detach the connector from the gauge assembly and check for continuity on the blue wire 
between the ICM and the tachometer. There should be continuity here! 

8. If all the test conditions are passed, replace the ICM. 

REMOVAL & INSTALLATION 

Detach the wiring from the ignition control module 

Location of the mounting screws 

Remove the mounting screws 



Pull the module from the distributor base 

View of a typical Hitachi style ignition control module 

1. Disconnect the negative battery cable. 
2. Remove the distributor cap, ignition rotor, and protective leak cover. 
3. Detach the wires from the Integrated Control Module (ICM). 
4. Remove the ICM. 
5. Installation is the reverse of the removal procedure. 

The Powertrain Control Module (PCM) idle memory must be reset after reconnecting the 
battery. Start the engine and hold it at 3000 rpm until the cooling fan comes on. Then allow the 
engine to idle for about five minutes with all accessories OFF and with the transmission in Park 
or Neutral. 

 


