Axia College Material
Appendix F

Impact Matrix Assignment

Directions: Assume that you are on the school board of your school district and you are tasked with the job of strategic planning for issues facing your district. Complete the matrix below to determine the potential response of each of the religious groups in your community. Use the attached links to research the basic moral and ethical principles believed by each group. Then determine how you believe each group will react to the issue based on what you find. Provide a brief justification for your answer. After completing the matrix, write a 300- to 500-word summary of the significant similarities and differences among the different religious groups.

	SCHOOL ISSUES

	
	Prayer in School
	Creationism v.

Evolution
	Studying Women’s Rights in the Middle East
	Saying the Pledge

of Allegiance
	Starting a Gay and Lesbian Support Group
	Inter-Racial Dating

	COMMUNITY  RELIGIOUS GROUPS
	Pro/Con
	Justify your answer
	Pro/Con
	Justify your answer
	Pro/Con
	Justify your answer
	Pro/Con
	Justify your answer
	Pro/Con
	Justify your answer
	Pro/Con
	Justify your answer

	Atheist
	Con
	According to the BBC website, many atheists are "hostile" to any special treatment given to organized religion; they may find prayer in school to be offensive, as atheists tend to believe that a God is not a necessary belief.
	Pro Evolution
	Atheists would be pro-evolution, as evolution tends to use scientific evidence to justify its assumptions. According to the BBC website, "Atheists say that far from God being a good explanation for the world, it's God that now requires explaining." They would most likely be uncomfortable with creationism, as it is based in Christian values.
	Pro
	Atheists tend to stress the equality of male and female, and therefore would likely support the study of women's rights in the middle east. In fact, according to the BBC website, many atheist weddings "emphasize the equality of the partners."
	Pro and Con
	This one is difficult to answer, as atheists may not object to the pledge itself, but rather to the section that states "under God." This is because atheists do not believe that belief in a God is necessary.
	Pro
	While there are many different beliefs involved in atheism, I have not found anything against homosexuality, so I would suppose that they would support starting a gay and lesbian support group.
	Pro
	Again-- there are many different beliefs involved in atheism, but I have found nothing negative about inter-racial dating. 

	Buddhist
	Pro
	Buddhists do worship by chanting and reading from religious texts and pray. As they belief something called the "Four Noble Truths," which are about suffering, a Buddhist may not object to prayer in school, as doing so might cause someone to suffer.

	Con
	Buddhists believe in reincarnation, so creationism and evolution don't fall until their version of the endless cycle of life. 
	Pro
	As Buddhists are believe that people should "avoid killing, or harming, any living thing" (BBC Website), and they are pursuing enlightenment, they would view studying women's rights in the Middle East as a way to enlightening and an easement of suffering. 
	Pro and Con
	I have found nothing to indicate that a Buddhist would be against saying the pledge of allegiance. However, according to the BBC website, Buddhists, do not believe in a "personal God... it is not centered on the relationship between humanity and God." Therefore, the "under God" line of the pledge may not resonate well with some. 
	Pro and Con
	According to Buddhists, finding enlightenment is by practicing morality, meditation and wisdom (BBC website). I've heard that the Dali Lama is against homosexuality, and in my reading, I noticed that there is something mentioned about "right behavior" and "unlawful sexual acts." Therefore, it seems as it is up to each Buddhist to decide what is right and wrong, and so some may support this type of club and others may not. 


	Pro
	I have found nothing regarding inter-racial dating, and as everything I've read supposes that Buddhists are very accepting of others, I'd say they wouldn't object.

	Baptist
	Pro
	According to the American Baptist website, "all believers" should be in a direct "relationship with God," and one way to do so is through prayer. 
	Pro
	Baptist are creationists; therefore, they would not support the teaching of evolution in school, but would support the teaching of creationism. 
	Pro
	Baptists seem to be involved in mission work; therefore, they may be concerned with studying Women's Rights in the Middle East. 
	Pro
	Baptists believe that our nation was founded under God, and would support the recitation of the pledge in school. 
	Con
	I found part of their articles of faith on their website, which states that: "Marriage is the uniting of one man and one woman in covenant commitment for a lifetime." Therefore, Baptists would not support the creation of this type of club.
	Pro
	As Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. was a famous Baptist who encouraged the church to avoid racism, and being against inter-racial dating is racist, I would suppose that Baptists would not object to inter-racial dating. 

	Catholic
	Pro
	As there are many Catholic schools, and prayer is common there, I believe that Catholics would support prayer in school.
	Con
	Catholics are known for supporting creationism and not evolution. 
	Pro
	Catholics venerate women a lot. For example, they pray to Mary, have female priests, as well as nuns. For these reasons, I believe that Catholics would support studying Women's Rights in the Middle East. 
	Pro
	I have encountered nothing that would suggest Catholics are against the recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance. In fact, as they believe in the idea of a Christian God, they would most likely not object to the pledge at all. 
	Pro and Con
	This issue is in the news a lot. Some Catholics would support this type of club and others would not. It depends on the Catholics beliefs, as there are gay and lesbian priests. However, traditional Catholics are against homosexuality.
	Pro
	I have found nothing indicating that Catholicism forbids inter-racial dating. 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Methodist
	Pro
	According to the BBC website, Methodists aim to "Increase awareness of God's presence." Therefore, prayer in school would be supported by Methodists. 
	Pro
	According to the United Methodist Church's website, there is no official statement on evolution. The essence of the articles surmises that students should understand both evolution and creationism and then puzzle out the conflicting information themselves. 
	Pro
	As there are several United Methodist colleges across the U.S., and all are co-educational, I believe that Methodists would support studying women's rights in the Middle East.
	Pro
	From the United Methodist website, I have read nothing that would suggest Methodists would object to reciting the pledge in school. 
	Pro and Con
	According to the church's articles of faith, members of all sexualities are welcome to worship. However, church leaders who are openly homosexual are not allowed to be ordained. Therefore, some Methodists may support an LGBA support group and others may not. 
	Pro
	I have found nothing indicating that Methodists forbid inter-racial dating.

	Hindu
	Pro
	As Hindus pray-- repeating "mantras"-- they may be open to prayer in school.
	Con
	Hindus have a unique creation story-- that the universe is continually being created and destroyed-- and if I were a Hindu parent, I'd want my child to learn that story as opposed to creationism or evolution. 
	Pro and Con
	The way women are treated in India is a reflection of their place in the caste system. In America, those beliefs may well hold true. Therefore, some Hindus may welcome the idea of studying Women's Rights in the Middle East and others may spurn it. 
	Pro
	According to the BBC website, 

"most Hindus believe in a Supreme God." Therefore, they would probably not object to saying the pledge of allegiance. 
	Pro and Con
	There are many religious texts which offer conflicting views on homosexuality. Some Hindus come from cultures which embrace homosexuality and some do not. Therefore, some would welcome this type of support group and others would not. 
	Pro and Con
	This is difficult to answer, because India is rooted in such a strong caste system. However, in America, this caste system doesn't really exist. So some Hindus would be open to interracial dating and others would not. 

	Islam
	Pro
	As Muslims pray several times a day, they would welcome prayer in school. 
	Pro
	Muslims have many differences between creationism and what they believe in the Qur'an. According to the al-islam website,  "the life of every living being, whether it is the result of any evolutionary process or not, is a sign of Allah." Therefore, they would not object to the teaching of evolution.
	Pro
	According to the al-islam website, women have many rights in Islamic society, and therefore Muslims would most likely welcome the study of Women's Rights in the Middle East. 
	Pro
	To American Islamists, saying the pledge does not seem to pose a problem. They have a different concept of God, but still believe in God.
	Con
	According to the al-islam website, Islam punishes homosexuality very strictly: "In the Islamic legal system, homosexuality is a punishable crime against the laws of God." These punishments include death. Therefore, Islamists would not approve of a gay and/or lesbian support group.
	Pro and Con
	This is also difficult to answer. According to the al-islam website, dating and marriage is guided more by whether or not a person is Islamic than whether or not the person is from another race.

	Jehovah’s

Witnesses
	Pro
	Jehovah's Witnesses believe in prayer and would welcome it in school. According to their website, " we should persistently ask for his [God's] guidance in dealing with the problems of life."
	Pro and Con
	While Jehovah's Witnesses believe in creationism, they do not support evolution. They argue that the Bible is the authoritative source on creation, and, according to their website, that "Jehovah is the Creator of all things."
	Pro
	While they believe that women should be respected, they also believe that women are "subjugated" under male authority. However, I saw nothing that would indicate they would disapprove of studying this subject. 
	Pro
	Because of the "God" reference in the pledge, they would support its being recited. 
	Con
	According to the watchtower website, Jehovah's Witnesses would not approve of such a support group. They write: " The Bible is clear: God does not approve of or condone homosexual practices. He also disapproves of people who 'consent with those practicing them.'”

	Pro
	I have found no information on this subject. Therefore, I assume that they would be okay with interracial dating. 

	Mormon
	Pro
	Mormons encourage their members to pray, and to do so often. Therefore, they would welcome prayer in school. 
	Pro and Con
	Mormons believe in creationism. According to their website:" Under the direction of the Father, Jesus Christ created the earth." They would be uncomfortable with evolution. 
	Pro 
	As women have played various support and minor leadership roles in the church, Mormons would welcome this course. 
	Pro
	Mormons would have no objection to the "God" phrase in the pledge of allegiance. 
	Con
	According to mormon.org, homosexuality is prohibited. Therefore, they would not support this type of club.
	Pro
	I have found no information on this subject. Therefore, I assume that they would be okay with interracial dating.

	Sikh
	Pro
	Sikhs pray a lot; therefore they would welcome prayer in school. 
	Pro
	Sikhism has its own creation story, but it does not seem to matter if evolution is a part of that story or not. 
	Pro
	Historically, women were treated cruelly, the founder of Sikhism preached that "women were worthy of praise and equal to men" (Sikh website)
	Pro
	I have found nothing to suggest that Sikhs would object to having their children say the pledge of allegiance. 
	Pro and Con
	Homosexuality is an unclear issue. Some condemn it as one of the five vices to be avoided and others embrace it as an example of love. 
	Pro
	It seems as if sikhs pursue the idea of equality, so I assume they wouldn't oppose interracial dating. 

	Judaism
	Pro
	Prayer is a key part of Judaism. 
	Pro and Con
	Jews tend to reject evolution and embrace creationism; however, some believe that the two dovetail nicely.
	Pro
	While the female position in Judaism has been historically lower than a man, that has seemed to change and Jews would not object to this course of study.
	Pro
	As Jews believe in God, they would not object to have their children say the pledge of allegiance. 
	Con
	Traditional Judaism objects to homosexuality. However, there may be more modern members who would embrace this type of group. 
	Pro
	It is traditional for Jews to marry someone of their own faith; however, there is nothing in their doctrine to suggest they'd oppose this.

	Taoist
	Pro
	Although Taosim does not encourage prayer as Protestantism, it does encourage several prayer-like activities like meditation. 
	Pro
	Taoists tend to embrace the idea of evolution, as they feel the Tao sparked it. They may feel uncomfortable being taught creationism.
	Pro
	As both men and women were shaman, they would welcome this type of course. 
	Pro
	I have found nothing to suggest that Taoists would object to this. 
	Pro and con
	The Taoist view on homosexuality seems to differ based on where one lives. Taoists seem to be seeking balance, which was traditionally found in the opposite sex and that's why some may be uncomfortable.
	Pro
	Taoists tend to seek balance and I've found nothing to indicate that race is a factor.


Write a 300- to 500-word summary of the significant similarities and differences among the different religious groups.

There are surprising amount of similarities between the different religious groups I analyzed. For example, nearly every group believed in some form of prayer-- whether that form of prayer was meditation or more of a "talking to God" activity. In addition, many groups would be open to a course on Women's Rights in the Middle East. While some religious groups had a history in the subjugation of women, most have evolved into a religion that respects women and encourages them to actively participate in religious practices. Also, the recitation of the pledge of allegiance didn't seem that controversial to most religious groups. As their definitions of God were all different, I felt that stating the phrase "one nation, under God," would be easily interpreted in the way each religious group desired. There are also significant differences between these different religious groups. Most notably are the differences between their beliefs in creationism and evolution. Should a school teach both, that district would risk offending several different religious groups. For example, which groups like Catholics and Jehovah's Witnesses would welcome the inclusion of creationistic curriculum, groups like Atheists would find such a curriculum contrary to their beliefs that a God or religious text is unnecessary. Another difference is the idea of starting a Gay and Lesbian support group. The idea of homosexuality seems to be a gray area for many religious groups, as it is not mentioned in their holy texts and therefore has not been resolved among group members. For several groups grounded in Biblical beliefs, however, this type of support group would be ground for protest. To an Islamic person, homosexuality carries with it strict penalties. According to the al-Islam website, one can be whipped for committing a homosexual act; if one is married and caught committing such an act, that person may be killed. In the eyes of an Islamic parent, allowing such a group to exist might be terrifying. 
