
VTEC
Troubleshooting —— Self-diagnostic Procedures

I. When the Malfunction Indicator Lamp (MIL) has been reported on, do the following:

1. Connect the Service Check Connector terminals with a jumper wire as shown. (The 2P Service Check Connector
is located under the dash on the passenger side of the car.) Turn the ignition switch on.

SERVICE CHECK
CONNECTOR (2P)

DATA LINK
CONNECTOR (3P)
NOTE:
Do not attach
the jumper wire.

JUMPER WIRE

2. Note the Diagnostic Trouble Code (DTC): The MIL indicates a code by the length and number of blinks. The MIL
can indicate simultaneous component problems by blinking separate codes, one after another. Codes 1 through
9 are indicated by individual short blinks. Codes 10 through 48 are indicated by a series of long and short blinks.
The number of long blinks equals the first digit, the number of short blinks equals the second digit.
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See DTC 3 and 4
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II. Engine Control Module (ECM) Reset Procedure

1. Turn the ignition switch off.

2. Remove the BACK UP (7.5 A) fuse from the under-hood fuse/relay box for 10 seconds to reset the ECM.

NOTE:
Disconnecting the BACK UP fuse also cancels the radio preset stations and the clock setting. Make note of the
radio presets before removing the fuse so you reset them.

BACK UP (7.5 A)
FUSE

UNDER-HOOD
FUSE/RELAY
BOX

III. Final Procedure (this procedure must be done after any troubleshooting)

1. Remove the Jumper Wire.

NOTE:
If the Service Check Connector is jumped, the MIL will stay on.

2. Do the ECM Reset Procedure.

3. Set the radio preset stations and the clock setting.

(cont'd)
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If codes other than those listed above are indicated, verify the code. If the code indicated is not listed above,
replace the ECM,
The MIL may come on, indicating a system problem when, in fact, there is a poor or intermittent electrical
connection. First, check the electrical connections, clean or repair connections if necessary.
The MIL does not come on when there is a malfunction in the Electrical Load Detector (ELD) circuit. However, it
will indicate the code when the Service Check Connector is jumped.

11-64



If the inspection for a particular code requires the test harness, remove the right door sill molding, and pull the carpet
back to expose the ECM. Unbolt the ECM cover. Turn the ignition switch off and connect the test harness. Check the
system according to the procedure described for the appropriate code(s) listed on the following pages.

ECM COVER

ECM

ECM
BRACKET

DIGITAL MULTIMETER
COMMERCIALLY
AVAILABLE or
KS-AHM-32-003

TEST HARNESS
07LAJ–PT3010A

NOT USED

TERMINAL LOCATIONS (cont'd)
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CAUTION:
Puncturing the insulation on a wire can cause poor or intermittent electrical connections.
For testing at connectors other than the test harness, bring the tester probe into contact with the terminal from the
connector side of wire harness connectors in the engine compartment. For female connectors, just touch lightly with
the tester probe and do not insert the probe.

RUBBER SEAL TESTER PROBE

WIRE HARNESS

TERMINAL



How to Read Flowcharts

A flowchart is designed to be used from start to final repair. It's like a map showing you the shortest distance. But
beware: if you go off the "map" anywhere but a "stop" symbol, you can easily get lost.

Describes the conditions or situation to start a troubleshooting flowchart.

Asks you to do something; perform a test, set up a condition etc.

Asks you about the result of an action, then sends you in the appropriate troubleshooting direction

(bold type)
The end of a series of actions and decisions, describes a final repair action and sometimes directs
you to an earlier part of the flowchart to confirm your repair.

NOTE:
The term "Intermittent Failure" is used in these charts. It simply means a system may have had a failure, but it checks
out OK at this time. If the Malfunction Indicator Lamp (MIL) on the dash does not come on, check for poor connections
or loose wires at all connectors related to the circuit that you are troubleshooting (see illustration below).
Most of the troubleshooting flowcharts have you reset the Engine Control Module (ECM) and try to duplicate the
diagnostic trouble code (DTC). If the problem is intermittent and you can't duplicate the code, do not continue through
the flowchart. To do so will only result in confusion and possibly, a needlessly replaced ECM.
"Open" and "Short" are common electrical terms. An open is a break in a wire or at a connection. A short is an
accidental connection of a wire to ground or to another wire. In simple electronics, this usually means something won't
work at all. In complex electronics (like ECM's), this can sometimes mean someting works, but not the way it's
supposed to.
If the electrical readings are not as specified when using the test harness, check the test harness connections before
proceeding.
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