
Cradle Removal 

Removal Procedure 

 

1. With the wheels in the straight ahead position, remove the key from the 

ignition switch. Tie the steering wheel down so it wont turn. 

 
 

 

2. Raise the tires off the ground and remove the front tires.  

 

3. Remove the left and right splash shields and the 3 screws in the inner 

fenders..  

4. Remove the lower radiator air deflector from the frame.  

 
Remove the front transaxle mount to frame through bolt.  
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5. Remove the rear transaxle mount to frame bolts.  

 
 



6. Remove both stabilizer link to stabilizer shaft nuts

 
 

7. Remove both tie rod to steering knuckle nuts and remove the tie rods from 

the knuckles. 

 

 
 

 

 
 

8. Remove the intermediate steering shaft to steering gear pinch bolt and 
discard.  



Important: DO NOT rotate the intermediate shaft once separated from the 
gear. Possible damage or a malfunction could occur.  

9. Disconnect the intermediate steering shaft from the steering gear.  

 
 

10. Remove both lower control arm ball stud to steering knuckle pinch bolts.  
11. Lower the lower control arms in order to disengage the steering knuckle 

 

 
 

12. Slowly remove the frame Watch the radiator and condenser. Tie them up with 

a budgie cord. 

13. Slowly lower the frame to the floor.  

14. Swap the parts needed for the new cradle. 



 

Installation Procedure 

 

raise the frame to the vehicle.  

 

 

1. raise the frame to the vehicle. Hand start all the frame  

2. Tighten the frame bolts.  

Tighten  
Tighten the bolts to 100 N·m (74 lb ft) plus 180 degrees. 

 

 
 

3. Connect the lower control arm to the steering knuckle.  

Important: The torque sequence must be followed in the order that is listed.  

4. Install the ball joint pinch bolt and nut.  

Tighten  

1. First Pass--Tighten the nut to 50 N·m (37 lb ft) .  

2. Reverse the nut 3/4 turn.  
3. Second Pass--Tighten the nut to 50 N·m (37 lb ft) plus 30 degrees.  
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5. Hand start the front transaxle mount through bolt.  

6. Loosen the rear transmission mount through bolt.  

 

 

7. Tighten the rear transaxle mount to frame bolts.  

Tighten  
Tighten the rear bolts to 50 N·m (37 lb ft). 

8. Tighten the front and rear transaxle mount through bolts in the following 
order.  

Tighten  

1. Tighten the rear bolt to 100 N·m (74 lb ft).  
2. Tighten the front bolt to 100 N·m (74 lb ft).  

 

 
Install the outer tie rods to the steering knuckles.  

9. Install the new outer tie rod to the knuckle nuts.  

Tighten  
Tighten the nuts to 20 N·m (15 lb ft) plus 180 degrees. 

 

 
 



10. Connect the stabilizer links to the stabilizer shaft. 

11.  Connect the intermediate shaft to the steering gear.  

12. Install a new intermediate shaft pinch bolt.  

Tighten  

Tighten the bolt to 34 N·m (25 lb ft). 

13. Install the left and right splash shields and the 3 inner fender screws 

14. Install the lower radiator air deflector to the frame.  

15. Install the front wheels 

16. Lower the vehicle.  

17. Have the alignment checked on the vehicle. 

18.  


